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Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's argument filed on 08/03/2009 with respect to newly added 
claims 13, 18, 23, 26-31 has been considered but is moot in view of the 
new ground(s) of rejection. 

DETAILED ACTION 

2. Applicant has amended claims 13, 24, and 26 to overcome the objection 
to claims 13, 24, and 26 provided in the previous office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 13, 18, and 23, 26 - 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Swayze (US Patent NO. 6,519,003). 

Regarding claim 13, Swayze discloses an operation apparatus (figure 3 item 40) 
which is used for operating a zoom lens (figure 2 item 42), comprising: 

a zooming switch operated to perform a zooming operation of the zoom lens 
(figure 3 item 14 and column 5 liens 5 et seq.); 

a first function switch configured to be allocated with one of a plurality of 
functions selectively, the first function switch being provided on a first surface of the 
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operation apparatus (figure 3 any one of item 140, 142, and/or 144; also, column 5 lines 
43 et seq.); 

a second function switch configured to be allocated with another of the plurality of 
functions selectively (figure 3 any one of item 140, 142, and/or 144; also, column 5 lines 
43 et seq.); 

an operation switch operated to respectively allocate the one and the other of the 
plurality of functions to the first function switch and the second function switch for 
enabling performance of the function allocated to each of the first and second function 
switches in response to an operation of each of the first and second function switches 
(figures 2 and 3 item 70); and 

a display member which is provided on the first surface and displays a name of 
each of the first and second function switches and the function allocated to each of the 
first and second function switches (figure 3 item 146; also, column 5 lines 43 et seq.), 
wherein the zooming switch, the first function switch, the second function switch and the 
operation switch are mutually separate switches (figure 3 item 14, figure 3 any one of 
item 140, 142, and/or 144, also, figures 2 and 3 item 70). 

However, Swayze fails to teach the second function switch being provided on a 
second surface of the operation apparatus which is a separate surface from the first 
surface. 

Although, Swayze does not explicitly mention second function switch on a 
second surface of the apparatus separate from the first surface, Swayze in figures 2-3 
does teach that switches 140, 142, and 144 are mutually separate switches located in 
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different sections of the camera body. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to place each 
separate switch in any section of the camera body since a person of ordinary skill has a 
good reason to pursue the known options within his or her technical grasp, if this leads 
to the anticipated success, it is likely the product not of innovation but of ordinary skill 
and common sense and would lead to an improved user experience and interface. 

Furthermore, the claim would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to place each separate switch in any section 
of the camera body as a particular known technique was recognized as part of the 
ordinary capabilities of one skilled in the art as evidenced by Swayze (figures 2-3 
switches 140, 142, and 144) wherein is thought the concept of to place each separate 
switch in any section of the camera body is well known in the art and would lead to an 
improved user experience and interface. 

Regarding claim 18, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13 Swayze 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim, additionally Swayze teaches an image- 
taking system (figures 2 and 3) comprising: the operation apparatus according to claim 
13 (please see discussion of claim 13 above); and the zoom lens (figure 2 item 42). 

Regarding claim 23, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13 Swayze 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim, additionally Swayze teaches a camera 
(figures 2 and 3) comprising: an image-pickup element (figure 2 item 44); the operation 
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apparatus according to claim 13 (please see discussion of claim 13 above); and the 
zoom lens which forms an image of an object on the image-pickup element (figure 2 
items 42 and 44). 

Regarding claim 26, Swayze discloses an operation apparatus (figure 3 item 40) 
which is used for operating a zoom lens (figure 2 item 42), comprising: 

a zooming switch operated to perform a zooming operation of the zoom lens 
(figure 3 item 14 and column 5 liens 5 et seq.); 

a first function switch configured to be allocated with one of a plurality of 
functions selectively and to be set so as to be allocated with no function, the first 
function switch being provided on a first surface of the operation apparatus (figure 3 any 
one of item 140, 142, and/or 144; also, column 5 lines 43 etseq.); 

a second function switch configured to be allocated with another of the plurality of 
functions selectively (figure 3 any one of item 140, 142, and/or 144; also, column 5 lines 
43 et seq.); 

an operation switch operated to respectively allocate the one and the other of the 
plurality of functions to the first function switch and the second function switch for 
enabling performance of the function allocated to each of the first and second function 
switches in response to an operation of each of the first and second function switches 
(figures 2 and 3 item 70), and operated to set at least one of the first and second 
function switches so as to be allocated with no function (figures 2 and 3 item 70); and 

a display member which is provided on the first surface and displays a name of 
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each of the first and second function switches and the function allocated to each of the 
first and second function switches (figure 3 item 146; also, column 5 lines 43 et seq.), 
wherein the zooming switch, the first function switch, the second function switch and the 
operation switch are mutually separate switches (figure 3 item 14, figure 3 any one of 
item 140, 142, and/or 144, also, figures 2 and 3 item 70). 

However, Swayze fails to teach the second function switch being provided on a 
second surface of the operation apparatus which is a separate surface from the first 
surface. 

Although, Swayze does not explicitly mention second function switch on a 
second surface of the apparatus separate from the first surface, Swayze in figures 2-3 
does teach that switches 140, 142, and 144 are mutually separate switches located in 
different sections of the camera body. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to place each 
separate switch in any section of the camera body since a person of ordinary skill has a 
good reason to pursue the known options within his or her technical grasp, if this leads 
to the anticipated success, it is likely the product not of innovation but of ordinary skill 
and common sense and would lead to an improved user experience and interface. 

Furthermore, the claim would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to place each separate switch in any section 
of the camera body as a particular known technique was recognized as part of the 
ordinary capabilities of one skilled in the art as evidenced by Swayze (figures 2-3 
switches 140, 142, and 144) wherein is thought the concept of to place each separate 



Application/Control Number: 10/804,333 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2622 

switch in any section of the camera body is well known in the art and would lead to an 
improved user experience and interface. 

Regarding claim 27, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 26 Swayze 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim, additionally Swayze teaches a camera 
(figures 2 and 3) comprising: an image-pickup element (figure 2 item 44); the operation 
apparatus according to claim 13 (please see discussion of claim 13 above); and the 
zoom lens which forms an image of an object on the image-pickup element (figure 2 
items 42 and 44). 

Regarding claim 28, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13 Swayze 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

However, Swayze fails to teach the zooming switch is provided on the second 
surface. 

Although, Swayze does not explicitly mention the zooming switch is provided on 
the second surface, Swayze in figure 3 item 14 does teach that the zoom switch is a 
mutually separate switch located in a different section of the camera body from the 
other switches. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to place each separate switch in any section 
of the camera body since a person of ordinary skill has a good reason to pursue the 
known options within his or her technical grasp, if this leads to the anticipated success, 
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it is likely the product not of innovation but of ordinary skill and common sense and 
would lead to an improved user experience and interface. 

Furthermore, the claim would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to place each separate switch in any section 
of the camera body as a particular known technique was recognized as part of the 
ordinary capabilities of one skilled in the art as evidenced by Swayze (figure 3 switch 
14) wherein is thought the concept of to place each separate switch in any section of 
the camera body is well known in the art and would lead to an improved user 
experience and interface. 

Regarding claim 29, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13 Swayze 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

However, Swayze fails to teach the operation switch is provided on the second 
surface. 

Although, Swayze does not explicitly mention the operation switch is provided on 
the second surface, Swayze in figures 2 - 3 item 70 does teach that the zoom switch is 
a mutually separate switch located in a different section of the camera body from the 
other switches. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to place each separate switch in any section 
of the camera body since a person of ordinary skill has a good reason to pursue the 
known options within his or her technical grasp, if this leads to the anticipated success, 
it is likely the product not of innovation but of ordinary skill and common sense and 
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would lead to an improved user experience and interface. 

Furthermore, the claim would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to place each separate switch in any section 
of the camera body as a particular known technique was recognized as part of the 
ordinary capabilities of one skilled in the art as evidenced by Swayze (figures 2 - 3 
switch 70) wherein is thought the concept of to place each separate switch in any 
section of the camera body is well known in the art and would lead to an improved user 
experience and interface. 

Regarding claim 30, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 26 Swayze 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

However, Swayze fails to teach the zooming switch is provided on the second 
surface. 
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Although, Swayze does not explicitly mention the zooming switch is provided on 
the second surface, Swayze in figure 3 item 14 does teach that the zoom switch is a 
mutually separate switch located in a different section of the camera body from the 
other switches. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to place each separate switch in any section 
of the camera body since a person of ordinary skill has a good reason to pursue the 
known options within his or her technical grasp, if this leads to the anticipated success, 
it is likely the product not of innovation but of ordinary skill and common sense and 
would lead to an improved user experience and interface. 

Furthermore, the claim would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to place each separate switch in any section 
of the camera body as a particular known technique was recognized as part of the 
ordinary capabilities of one skilled in the art as evidenced by Swayze (figure 3 switch 
14) wherein is thought the concept of to place each separate switch in any section of 
the camera body is well known in the art and would lead to an improved user 
experience and interface. 

Regarding claim 31, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 26 Swayze 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

However, Swayze fails to teach the operation switch is provided on the second 
surface. 

Although, Swayze does not explicitly mention the operation switch is provided on 
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the second surface, Swayze in figures 2 - 3 item 70 does teach that the zoom switch is 
a mutually separate switch located in a different section of the camera body from the 
other switches. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to place each separate switch in any section 
of the camera body since a person of ordinary skill has a good reason to pursue the 
known options within his or her technical grasp, if this leads to the anticipated success, 
it is likely the product not of innovation but of ordinary skill and common sense and 
would lead to an improved user experience and interface. 

Furthermore, the claim would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to place each separate switch in any section 
of the camera body as a particular known technique was recognized as part of the 
ordinary capabilities of one skilled in the art as evidenced by Swayze (figures 2 - 3 
switch 70) wherein is thought the concept of to place each separate switch in any 
section of the camera body is well known in the art and would lead to an improved user 
experience and interface. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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5. a shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first 
reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action 
and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE- 
MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply 
expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Usman Khan whose telephone number 
is (571) 270-1131. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 
6:45-3:15. 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on (571) 272-3022. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Usman Khan/ 
Usman Khan 
10/16/2009 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 

/Jason Chan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



